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The Friday Faculty Research Seminar Series (FFRSS) was   inaugurated   by   Dr. Sunil 

Sondhi with his talk titled, “Understanding Foreign Policy: Current Challenges before India” 

on March 18, 2016 at 2.30 PM. In his talk, Dr Sondhi argued that the foreign relations 

amongst nations are deep seated in historical backdrop and  one has to peep into the history 

of nations, and  the wars fought amongst nations  to understand the contemporary complexion 

of relations that exists. The origin of  Modern State System dates back  to a war period ch is 

between   1618 to 1648. Treaty of Westphalia, 1648 is landmark treaty that evolved into  
modern  principle of sovereignty.  The world that has emerged in the twenty first century is 

extremely diverse from the  period of cold war. There is no doubt that the strategic 

competition between the superpowers and their ideological clash is on the decline and the 

stage appears to be seemingly  set for a cooperative and peaceful world order. Yet there is a 

great deal of insecurity and  uncertainty in the upcoming global order. New issues and 

conflicts  in the form of terrorism, ethnic conflicts, problems faced by refugees, 

environmental degradation etc are surfacing. Given the challenges of territorial borders, 

economic development, human resource development and military balance, the countries 

have to take positions and carve out their relations by using and exploiting to its advantage 



the plethora of opportunities that the international scene is offering   at the same time. 

Towards the end, Dr Sondhi argued that, the Foreign Policy of any country is guided  and 

determined  by the times in which it is carried out. The theoretical schematic framework of 

decision making and the practice of decision making governed by several contradicting 

factors were discussed and deliberated upon. 	

	

Finally, he concluded by stating that, in the twenty-first century, foreign policy of India is 

going to be very different from what it was when India became independent. How the US- 

Pak alliance, Sino- US trade, and Indo US trade is going to impact  emerging foreign policy 

of  India  to protect and promote its national interest needs to be problematised.  India’s entry 

in  the global arena as a power of the future and the state of flux that it is confronted with in 

the external and internal environment is worthy of very cautious observation   and hence 

careful choice of strategic moves becomes pertinent to strengthen its position internationally.  

Given the anarchic state of international relations, there is a need to have a national strategy 

born of bold will, intellect, initiative, and ruthless opportunism. Above all, the current 

challenges before India’s foreign policy are an extreme test of India’s national will. 	



	

	


